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.In accordance with arrangements made on June 3 ( 
1964, CARLOS. $RXHGUIER appeared at the New Orleans Office 
and furnished the following inf ormat ion in response -to in- 
quiry: , 

CARLOS BRINGUIER advised that he presently 
resides at 601 Adele Street, Apartment F, in New Orleans. 
BRINGUIER related that the first person connected with the- 
Habana Bar, 117 Decatur Street, with whoa he talked after the 
assassination of President KENNEDY was ORESTES PENA, the 
owner of the Habana Bar. According to BRINGUIER, his 
conversation with PENA took place on the day after the 
assassination of President KENNEDY or on some day prior 
to November 27, 1963. ORESTES PENA related to BRINGUIER 
that LEE HARVEY OSWALD had been in the Habana Bar prior 
to the assassination of President Kennedy. BRINGUIER 
states that ORESTES PENA did not furnish either the exact 
date or the approximate date when OSWALD had been in the 
Habana Bar. PENA related to BRINGUIER that OSWALD was with 
another person who "looked'* Latin. PENA mentioned to BRINGUIER 
that OSWALD had ordered a lemonade from EYARISTO RODRIGUEZ, 
the bartender at the Habana Bar, and that OSWALD argued 
about the price of the lemonade with EYARISTO RODRIGUEZ . 

It was BRINGUIER ’s recollection that ORESTES PENA had 
stated that OSWALD said the owner o* the’bar had * 
been a "Cuban capitalistic." BRINGUIER said that PENA 
also mentioned that after OSWALD ordered the lemonade, he 
became sick and began vomiting, then went outside on the 
sidewalk, where he continued to vomit. 

BRINGUIER stated that he was not sure but 
believed it was ORESTES PENA who told him that OSWALD 
had been in the Habana Bar approximately on the same 
date when BRINGUIER had trouble with OSWALD on the Street - 
in New Orleans. BRINGUIER specifically stated that, the 
date on which he had an altercation with OSWALD on Canal 
Street was August 0, 1963. • , 

According to BRINGUIER, his. recollection is 
that it was either ORESTES PENA or EYARISTO RODRIGUEZ who 
had told him that the man who was with OSWALD in the Habana 
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Bar had admitted to being a Mexican. 

According to BRINGUIER, he, BRINGUIER, had oc- 
casion, shortly after his conversation with ORESTES, to 
.talk to EVARISTO RODRIGUEZ and EVARISTO RODRIGUEZ furnished 
him the same information regarding OSWALD’S alleged visit 
to the Habana Bar as did ORESTES PENA. 

Either on the same date or bn the day following 
his conversation with EVARISTO RODRIGUEZ, RUPERTO PENA, 
brother of ORESTES PENA, came into CARLOS BRINGUIER's 
store located at 107 Decatur Street in New Orleans. 
BRINGUIER states the conversation eventually had to do 
with the assassination of President KENNEDY and the ques- 
tion of LEE HARVEY OSWALD having previously been in the 
Habana Bar. BRINGUIER related that RUPERTO said that the 
man who accompanied OSWALD to the Habana Bar in the past, 
or possibly he could have said that the Mexican who was 
with OSWALD in the Habana Bar, was identical with one 
of the two men whom RUPERTO PENA had seen pass in an auto- 
mobile in front of the Habana Bar and about both of whom 
RUPERTO PENA had previously talked to BRINGUIER. Accord- 
ing to BRINGUIER, these two men were the persons who had 
been in the Habana Bar previously and whom PENA said were 
either pro-communist or pro-CASTRQ. 

BRINGUIER stated that as an explanation for 
this last statement attributed to RUPERTO PENA, he should 
mention that sometime between August 15 and August 30, 1963, 
RUPERTO PENA came to his store and asked him to call the 
FBI. BRINGUIER recalls that at that time RUPERTO either 
said he had seen "two Latins," or possibly had said "two 
Mexicans," pass in a car in front of the Habana Bar. It 
was BRINGUIER’s statement that RUPERTO had explained that 
the FBI had asked RUPERTO to call the FBI if he saw those 
two persons again. BRINGUIER said he had understood 
RUPERTO PENA to say that the FBI had been in the Habana 
Bar previously looking for these two people. However, 
BRINGUIER admitted it is possible he may have misunder- 
stood RUPERTO PENA in that regard. 

In response to RUPERTO PENA'S request, BRINGUIER 
said he called the FBI by telephone and spoke to someone at 
the FBI office. 
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BRINGUIER said that the party who answered the telephone 
was informed that the caller was calling on behalf of the 
owner of the Habana Bar on Decatur Street. BRINGUIER 
also explained in this telephone call that the. person who 
had asked him to call did not speak English but that this 
person had said the FBI should be contacted if the two, 
men in question were seen again. BRINGUIER said he related 
* to the party who answered the telephone at the FBI that 

RUPERTO PENA had just told him he had seen the same two 
men pass in a car in front of the Habana Bar. BRINGUIER 
recalls he explained that he had no idea what the matter 
was all about* but did relate that RUPERTO PENA had said 
these two men were either pro-CASTRO or pro-communist. 

By way of explanation, CARLOS BRINGUIER remarked 
it was entirely possible that the emotional excitement 
created by President KENNEDY'S assassination may have 
caused RUPERTO PENA to feel he had some knowledge of the 
persons possibly involved and may have declared unthinking- 
ly that the man who was with OSWALD in the Habana Bar was 
| identical with one of the two men concerning whom BRINGUIER 

I called the FBI at RUPERTO PENA's request between August 15 

| and 30, 1963. BRINGUIER admitted he did not know why 

> RUPERTO PENA had made such a statement but persists that 

| , RUPERTO PENA did make such a statement to him after the 

| assassination of President KENNEDY and prior to November 27, 

j 1963. 

| BRINGUIER said he knows it was sometime between 

! August 15 and 30, 1963, when RUPERTO PENA asked him to 

j call the FBI about the two men he had seen in front of the 

1 bar because RUPERTO told him after the assassination of 

: President KENNEDY that it was between those dates that he 

I had asked BRINGUIER to call the FBI. RUPERTO allegedly 

;< told BRINGUIER after the assassination that he knew the 

■ dates were correct because RUPERTO recalled he was in charge 

j of the Habana Bar while his brother, ORESTES PENA, was on 

] vacation and that this incident occurred during such period. 

BRINGUIER said that ORESTES PENA allegedly was out of the 
United States and was believed to have been in Brasil during 
the period August 15 through August 30, 1963. 
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1 CARLOS BRINGUIER furnished a copy of a letter 

written in the Spanish language, a translation of which is 
set forth below. He ; mentioned that this is the letter he 
referred to on April 8, 1964 at New Orleans, Louisiana, 
in a deposition to Mr. WESLEY LIEBLER of the President s 
Commission on the Assassinatiop of Present .TOHN 
KENNEDY. In his deposition, h© mentioned that he hac* _ _ 
reported to the Secret Service in New Orleans that OSWALD 
had been in the Habana Bar, 117 Decatur Street, 
prior to the assassination of President ^KENNEDY. While 
giving his deposition, he referred to the beiow-quoted 
letter as a reminder of. the fact that . he had 8^®“ ®“ ch 
information to Secret Service regarding a man who had 
worked at Pap's Supermarket. v 

The following is a translation of a copy of 
BRINGUIER 's letter by SA WARREN C. deBRUEYS of the New 
Orleans Office; 


,<New Orleans, November 27, 1963 

"Mr. Jose Antonio Lanuza 
American Matters 

Student Revolutionary Directorate 
Miami, Florida 

"Dear Jose Antonio; 

"I am enclosing a page of the Times Picayune 
newspaper in which there is a picture ofthe Guidebook 
for Marines.' I am also attaching a photostat of part 
of a orinted matter that I delivered on the night 
of AuKust 21 instant to the Times Picayune, New Orleans 
States-Item, TOI. TOSU-Radlo, OTL-TV, «ho uolortunat.ly 
did not publish same at that time and I tell you, 
unfortunately, because you will observe that. Ibis 
Dogate requested at that time that American citizens 
write their Congressmen in order that a complete 
investigation be opened on Lee H. Oswald, a confessed 
Marxist; perhaps if that had been published, John F. 
Kennedy would still be alive today. ■ ■ , ' 
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"ftp to the present time 1 have not been able 
to obtain a photostat of the pamphlet bearing the name 
*A. J. Hid® 11’ but I will continue trying to acquire 
one. 


"Hare are some loos® things I have heard 
mentioned; The police* here were looking for a certain 
’Clay Bertrand ’ who is a pervert. They say Ruby also 
is a pervert. One of these individuals that was 
distributing handbills with Oswald has a face that 
appears to me to indicate that he is also a pervert. 

(If we follow that logic we would also have to think 
that Raul is the one that is behind all this ’Joke’.) 

I advised Secret Service that one of those who was 
distributing handbills with Oswald was working in Pap’s 
Supermarket located on Mlraheau Avenue and who, last 
year, had attended Delgado Trade School. Be mentioned 
that his name might possibly b© Charles and that he 
regularly got out of the bus at Paris Avenue and Filmore 
Street. I am given to understand that this was correct 
but I have learned nothing more. I have given them 
other information, for example, that Oswald was, on 
one occasion after his difficulty with me, in the 
Habana Bar, which is Just two doors from my store. 

C&wald asked for a lemonade and when they collected 
for it he said that surely the owner had to be a Cuban 
capitalist. On that occasion Oswald was accompanied 
by a Mexican. .After that the Mexican returned with 
another Mexican to the Habana Bar. The FBI was making 
inquiries for them and left word that if they saw them 
again, to call there. A few days later the brother of 
the owner of the Habana Bar appeared and asked me 
to call the FBI because he had seen the two Mexicans 
in an automobile and he had noted the license number 
but not the state. I called the FBI on that occasion 
and gave them the information by telephone. This 
occurred between August 15 and August 30, 1963 
approximately. A certain person surmises (but this 
is Just a presumption) that the tourist delegate of 
the Mexican Government here should know something, 
pointing out that this individual is a Mexican and the 
one who had been in the Habana Bar was a Mexican ; also 
the delegate travels to Mexico and from there to 
Havana (the motive is not known) and added to all this 
the delegate is a pervert. Speculating on - these things, 
one learns that the delegate is a friend of a Cuban 
(also a pervert) who is called Luis E. Jimenez. This 
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Jimenez is also a friend of another Cuban kno^nas 
Leonardo Silva. This Silva was chief of something 
in the Zapata Swamp under the orders of Che(Trans- 
lator's note - Che is undoubtedly Che Guevara of 
the Cuban Regime) until after the Bay o fpigS .. 

(Invasion). He speaks some Russian and some weeks 

ago told me he had been thinking about taking a 
trip to Mexico. As you will note, the majority of 
these things are suppositions and speculations. 

"Yfell, Jose Antonio give my regards to all and 
receive an embrace from your friend, 

"Carlos Bringuier 
New Orleans" 

Mr. BRIKGUIBR related that he made available 
contents ofkfa^ve-translated l^terwiththeprovision 
that sections of the letter referring 

he has suspected as being "perverts" would not be divulged 
the a ^e P of 1 the S Warren Commlssion^an^^e^rai only^ He ex- 

& gffi P ^ d -ea?er t o 

public sources. • 

f • BRINGUIER 

or quite some time ago. 

BRINGUIER did recall that in one of his conversa- 
tions with the Mexican tourist delegate, the latter did 
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say. that he could go to Mexico inasmuch as Mexico and Cuba 
maintain friendly relations, one with the <*bw. ‘‘ S*H Q ?2 E 
also recalls the ifc* loan tourist delegat e »#nt ® f.®®* 
occasion that he could get people out ©f Cuba. BRpOOIEH 
then recalled there was a rumor that LEONARDO SILVA, referred 
to in the abo ve-tr ans lated letter, was allegedly planning to 
go with the Mexican tourist delegate to Mexico some time ago 
so that the Mexican tourist delegate could go to Cuba to 
get LEONARDO SILVA’S sister out of Cuba. BRINGUIER does 
not know if there was any truth to the rumor but states* 
he does know- that LEONARDO SILVA and the Mexican tourist 
delegate are back in New Orleans- from an alleged trip to 
Mexico and LEONARDO SILVA’s sister is still in Cuba. 

BRINGUIER remarked that ORLANDO PIEDRA, who w«r 
formerly head of the federal Police in Cuba under the Regia® 
of FULGENCIO BATISTA, has told BRINGUIER ^^t hj feels quite 
certain that the Mexican tourist delegare is OK . BRINGUIER 
states this meant that in ORLANDO PIEDRA’s opinion, the 
Mexican tourist delegate is not pro -CASTRO, 



